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I thank God for the team of Renee Corbett, Darcy Sylvester, Amber 
Kaderbek, Lou Galipeau and Rudy Chavez who all worked 
incredibly hard and well together to help us accomplish everything 
within our power we set out to do.  We built two closets in the 
NDC orphanage, fixed their water pump, distributed all the letters 
from the sponsors, gave out T-Shirts and other selected items and 
taught the older kids how to bake brownies.  We spent a day 
visiting the Companions of Jesus in Montagne le Croix to 
investigate the possibility of installing a water system for their 
community and school of 400.  Because there was a Haiti wide 

protest going on over gasoline prices being way to high, we were 
confined to the monastery for 1.5 days, but were able to get the new 
folding bench seats installed in the back of the Land Cruiser, move 
parts of a solar system to the clinic and hold important meetings on 
‘The Bean to Bar Chocolate’ project, teaching ‘Critical Thinking ‘ 
concepts to selected teachers in June and reviewing our role in the 
commitment of the 10 families we helped on the Nov 2014 trip.  We 

finished on Wednesday by driving to St. Michael du Sud (above 80 
miles away) to replace a hand pump on a well with an electric pump 
and tank.  We got everything installed except pulling the pump was a much larger project than I 
anticipated (having not done one before) so we have made arrangements to get this finished in the next 
month or so through our in country team.  For the first time ever we did not have a flight back home 

until 3:30 in the afternoon so we had time on Thursday 
morning to help Fre Olizard pull his well pump and assess why 
it is not pumping water consistently.  Unfortunately I am afraid 
that the well although 400’ feet deep with about 200’ of water 
in it is not stable and is sucked dry in just a few minutes. This is 
a sad thing when so many hopes have been pinned on getting 
water from this well.  We left right after an early lunch with a 
truck load of people and bags.  Amber came with us as well as 

Brother Mury who was Fre Olizard’s superior when he first 
entered the religious life in Jamaica.  If you want to read a 

heartwarming story about what happened after they dropped all of us at the airport, read Amber’s blog  
https://moutetoutmon.wordpress.com/2015/02/17/brother-murys-house-kay-fre-mury/.  In Atlanta 
after an hours wait in the custom’s line we all gathered around the table at Longhorn in the airport to 
share a final meal with each other.  This is the time I traditionally talk with the team to get their 
feedback and assessment of the trip.  There was great discussion and the time was way too short.  We 
hugged Renee goodbye as she traveled back north to Pittsburgh to go back to school and the rest of us 
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headed to Huntsville.  With the exception of losing one bag between ATL and HSV the plane rides were 
uneventful.  We were all greeted by our smiling brides and were glad to be home, but sad that there was 
not more we could do.  That is now the challenge to see how we can follow up by finding better tools to 
locate water in the earth without so much guess work. 

I do want to thank all the sponsors for not only writing some great letters but they were so creative also.  
I really appreciate sharing a little about your family with the kids.  Like you reading their Kreyol, your 
English was a struggle but Eliane and Amber were able to help.  I saw several of the kids holding onto 
the letters fairly tenderly.  Thank you so much.  You’ll also want to read about making brownies in Lou’s 
report which the kids thoroughly loved!! 

I normally will write a detailed paragraph or so about each day of the trip, but Lou Galipeau has already 
masterfully done this and it was written from the eyes of someone who has not been to Haiti before, so 
I encourage you to read Lou’s report for the greater detail.  You can find it on the 
http://holyspirithaitimission.org website in the Recent News section.  It might not get posted until the 
end of Feb though.  Please accept our deepest gratitude for all of your and Father Mike’s prayers.  They 
were most welcome and I am certain were instrumental in keeping us safe and focused. 


